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making the development of this vaccine a top
international priority. Within 10 years, we
hope to have the means to stop this deadly
virus. But until we reach that day, I call on
every American to remain with us on our cru-
sade to eradicate this terrible epidemic and
care for those living with AIDS along the
way. As we mark World AIDS Day this year,
we must continue to provide care for the sick
and ensure that all have access to the treat-
ment they need. And one of our most impor-
tant tasks now is to strengthen our efforts
to educate young people about HIV and
AIDS and to make available to them and oth-
ers at high risk effective prevention pro-
grams. By giving our children real hope for
a future free from the shadows of HIV and
AIDS, we can best commemorate the many
loved ones we have already lost to the disease
during its long and tragic course. May their
enduring memory light our journey toward
a vaccine for HIV and a final cure for AIDS.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1,
1997, as World AIDS Day. I invite the Gov-
ernors of the States, the Commonwealth of
Puerto Rico, officials of the other territories
subject to the jurisdiction of the United
States, and the American people to join me
in reaffirming our commitment to defeating
HIV and AIDS and to helping those who live
with the disease. I encourage every American
to participate in appropriate commemorative
programs and ceremonies in workplaces,
houses of worship, and other community
centers and to reach out to protect our chil-
dren and to help all people who are living
with AIDS.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:02 a.m., December 2, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 3.

Proclamation 7057—National Drunk
and Drugged Driving Prevention
Month, 1997
December 1, 1997

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
Driving is a privilege enjoyed by millions

of Americans. It offers us freedom, mobility,
and the chance to discover what lies over the
next hill or around the next bend in the road.
But driving also brings with it serious respon-
sibilities. Among the most important of these
is a driver’s responsibility to stay sober. Trag-
ically, many Americans ignore this respon-
sibility.

Drunk or drugged drivers are a menace
not only to themselves, but also to the com-
munities in which they drive. Last year alone,
they killed more than 17,000 of their fellow
citizens and injured thousands more. Re-
search has shown that teenage drivers and
those aged 21 to 34 are most likely to drive
under the influence of alcohol or other drugs.

We must reaffirm our commitment to edu-
cate these and all drivers about the dangers
of operating a vehicle after consuming alco-
hol or drugs, and we must strengthen law
enforcement efforts that will prevent im-
paired drivers from getting behind the wheel
in the first place. We must also work together
as a national community to make drunk and
drugged driving socially unacceptable, and
continue to support educational programs
and legislation that teach all our citizens the
terrible risks of drunk and drugged driving.
By doing so, we can prevent thousands of
deaths and injuries each year and protect our
families, our friends, and ourselves from be-
coming victims of this deadly behavior.

I am proud of the ‘‘Zero Alcohol Toler-
ance’’ legislation that 45 States and the Dis-
trict of Columbia have adopted, making it
illegal for drivers under the age of 21 who
have been drinking to drive a motor vehicle.
I call upon all Americans, including policy-
makers, community leaders, State officials,
parents, educators, health and medical pro-
fessionals, and other concerned citizens to
continue to support such legislation and to
work together to save lives. I challenge
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American businesses to take a stand against
impaired driving both on and off the job and
to remember that an alcohol- and drug-free
workplace is the right and responsibility of
every worker. Finally, in memory of the thou-
sands who have lost their lives to drunk and
drugged drivers, I ask all motorists to partici-
pate in ‘‘National Lights on for Life Day’’
on Friday, December 19, 1997, by driving
with vehicle headlights illuminated. In doing
so, we will call attention to this critical na-
tional problem and remind others on the
road of their responsibility to drive free of
the influence of drugs and alcohol.

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim December 1997
as National Drunk and Drugged Driving Pre-
vention Month. I urge all Americans to rec-
ognize the dangers of impaired driving; to
take responsibility for themselves and others
around them; to prevent anyone under the
influence of alcohol or drugs from getting
behind the wheel; and to help teach our
young people about the importance and the
benefits of safe driving behavior.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of December, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-seven, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and twenty-second.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., December 3, 1997]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on December 4.

Interview With Jodi Enda of Knight-
Ridder Newspapers
December 1, 1997

President’s Thanksgiving Holiday
The President. How are you doing?
Ms. Enda. Great, how are you?
The President. I’m great. I had a great

weekend; I’m in good humor.
Ms. Enda. Got a lot of golf in, I see.

The President. I played twice, and I saw
tons of movies. I had my whole, huge—my
little extended family was there; both my
nephews were there. We had lots of folks
there. I liked it. We must have had 20 people
at Thanksgiving dinner, and I liked it.

President’s Initiative on Race
Ms. Enda. Oh, that’s great. Well, I know

we don’t have a lot of time, so let’s get to
this race issue.

When we talked about race last, way back
in February, you said you wanted to embark
on a major initiative that would change the
culture of America. Now we’re halfway
through your one-year program, and there’s
been a lot of criticism that things have been
a little bit slow. And I was wondering what
you intend to do in the next 6 months and
how you feel about this criticism.

The President. I think some of it’s justi-
fied. I think it took time to get the board—
to get it organized, to get it staffed up, to
get started. And that’s why I always left open
the possibility of having this thing take more
than a year. I mean, I may want to do some
things—I’m certain that I want to do some
things after the year elapses, but we may be
able to have the major report to the Amer-
ican people I want within a year’s time. But
I think some of that’s justified.

On the other hand, I think the board now
is working very hard. Judy Winston and our
staff are working very hard. We’re beginning
to get some of our specific policy initiatives
out. The announcement I made for the schol-
arship program for people to teach in inner-
city areas, the work that Secretary Cuomo
is doing on discrimination in housing and try-
ing to find community-based solutions so you
won’t just be dealing with individual acts of
discrimination, but you’ll be changing the en-
vironment—we’ll have a lot more of those
coming up in civil rights enforcement, in
education, in the economy, a lot of other
things like that. So I think you’ll see a lot
more policy initiatives coming out.

We will have—we’ll be doing—the second
thing we said we would do is to basically talk
about what’s working, put out—set the facts
of racial life, if you will, in America today,
put out promising practices, recruit leaders;
I think you’ll see a lot of that.
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